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Abstract:

This study examines the instances in which commentators on al-Tashil pointed to what
appears to be a difference between Ibn Malik’s statements in Tashil al-Fawa’id wa-
Takmil al-Maqasid and his Sharh al-Tashil. It aims to analyze these judgments and
assess their validity considering textual context and grammatical methodology.

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study correlates the concise
formulations of the Tashil with their expanded explanations in the commentary and
traces the criteria employed by the commentators in identifying difference or
inconsistency.

The findings indicate that most cases described as contradiction do not constitute
genuine inconsistency. Rather, they result from variation in expression, differences in
levels of exposition, shifts between generalization and specification, or reliance on
apparent meaning versus interpretive analysis. In some instances, the apparent
difference reflects a development or stabilization of Ibn Malik’s views, as confirmed by
his other grammatical works.

The study concludes that these cases affirm the value of a holistic approach to Ibn
Malik’s works, combining the text, its commentaries, and his broader scholarship.

Key words: Ibn Malik, al-Tashil, Sharh al-Tashil, Apparent Difference, Grammatical
Commentaries.
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