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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the royal speech delivered by King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud at the opening of the third year of the eighth session of the
Shura Council (1444H), through a pragmatic lens that reveals the underlying
structure of political language in the Saudi context. It adopts a pragmatic
discourse analysis approach, focusing on speech acts, deixis, presuppositions,
implicatures, and argumentation, supported by quantitative representation.

The findings indicate the strategic use of pragmatic tools in the speech: seventeen
speech acts, fifteen deictic expressions, nine presuppositions, six implicatures,
and eleven instances of argumentation. This reflects a deliberate and context-
sensitive deployment of language to ensure clarity, persuasion, and political
efficacy. The speech effectively combines formality and interactivity, leveraging
discourse context to convey impactful political, social, and economic messages.

The study recommends expanding pragmatic research to encompass broader and
more diverse corpora of official speeches, and to integrate qualitative and
quantitative analyses. Such efforts would contribute to unveiling the persuasive
structure of contemporary Arabic political discourse and enhancing the role of
pragmatics in language and media studies.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Speech Acts, Argumentation, Discourse Analysis, King
Salman’s Speech, Shura Council.
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