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Abstract:

This study investigates Ali ibn Abi Talib’s (may Allah be pleased with him) perspective on
the Companions, particularly the Muhajiriin and Ansar, as presented in Nahj al-Baldgha,
aiming to clarify his relationship with them and address a central point of Sunni-Shi‘a
divergence. Employing inductive and analytical approaches, it scrutinizes narrations
attributed to Ali. Key findings reveal: (1) Nahj al-Baldgha, compiled by al-Sharif al-Radi,
holds prominence among Shi‘a, yet Sunnis question its authenticity due to the lack of
verifiable chains of transmission; (2) Ali consistently praised the Companions as exemplars
of devotion and asceticism; (3) He specifically extolled the Muhajiriin for their virtues,
scholarly insight, and contributions to jihad, with notable commendations for individual
figures. The study highlights Ali’s favorable stance toward the Companions while
acknowledging sectarian debates over the text’s reliability. It recommends further
exploration of theological issues in Nahj al-Balagha and related Shi‘a sources attributed to
Ahl al-Bayt to deepen understanding of these perspectives.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Companions, Ali (may Allah be pleased with him), praise,
Sunni-Shi‘a discourse.
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